












































THE WONDERS MATERIALS CREATE

Washbasins, doors, bathroom
cabinets, mirrors...

These bathrooms in metal

and milk glass were tailor-made
in collaboration with the interior
decorator Jacques Grange

for private clients as far afield
as Paris, London, New York,
St-Tropez and Tel Aviv.
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Above and left: Gilt-framed three-panel mirror
and chrome and clear glass shower door in luxury
bathroom designer Jean-Claude Delépine’s
showroom, on Boulevard Haussmann, Paris.
Left-hand page, top: VLD made a series of shower
doors in etched glass and chrome-plated brass

for a project designed by interior decorator Rita
Bormioli-Faguer.

Left-hand page, bottom: Note the finesse of the
hammered glass pattern: tiny squares were etched
on the glass before their centers were chiselled out
with a burin.
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THE WONDERS MATERIALS CREATE

Right: Nickel console with backlit alabaster top, designed

for Dior in collaboration with the Atelier Alain Ellouz, after

a drawing by Peter Marino.

Below left and right-hand page, bottom left: For the perfumer
Creed’s boutique, in Rue des Saints-Péres, Paris, VLD made
the floor and wall coverings in satin-finished stainless steel,
as well as the furniture.

Below right: Transparency and mirror effects for the
outstanding wine cellar known as the the Bordeauxthéque

in the Parisian department store, Galeries Lafayette.
Right-hand page, top left: In the Hermes boutigue,

on Rue de Sévres, in Paris, no screws are visible in these
magnificent oval display cases in solid brass and bent glass.
Right-hand page, top right: Display case inserted into

the wall for the Cartier stand during the Paris Biennale des
Antiquaires in 2008.

Right-hand page, bottom right: Table mirror made for Cartier
boutiques.
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PRESERVING
HERITAGE

s well as being distinguished in its creative

capacity, VLD has earned a reputation in

the field of building restoration. The com-
pany’s long history and the experience of its arti-
sans have made it an invaluable collaborator of
France’s national heritage architects. “People
appreciate our ‘house’ philosophy, which is to
preserve the maximum of original features, even
if we are able, if need be, to recreate identical ele-
ments,” explains Pierre Gomez, head of VLD’s
activities related to historic monuments. Its pres-
tigious achievements in Paris include the 18th-
century wrought-iron balustrades on the build-
ings in the Place Vendome, the 19th-century
windows of the Conseil d’Etat (Council of State),
the railings on the Bibliothéque de I'Arsenal
(Library of the Arsenal) and the facades of the
Conseil Constitutionnel (Constitutional Council).
While each project relies on an in-depth prelim-
inary study of the history of the building, the dis-
cerning eye of the teams involved in its restora-
tion also plays a fundamental role.
VLD artisans have a love of beautiful architecture
and take pleasure in discovering another work to
be restored, be it the superb glass roof of the
19th-century mansion owned by the great col-
lectors Nélie Jacquemart and Edouard André
(now the famous Musée Jacquemart-André),

Left: Restoration work on an 18th-century balustrade
in the Place Yenddme, Paris.
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Above:

Lower part of a gate from
the Bibliotheque

de I'Arsenal, Paris, before
restoration, showing

the damage caused by
metal corrosion (detail).
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near Parc Monceau, or the amazing ceramic dec-
oration on a marine theme (seaweed, shells,
starfish, etc.) adorning the facades of an indus-
trial building dating from the 1900s, recently
rehabilitated in the Rue de Hanovre, a stone’s
throw from the Paris Opera. Metal corrosion is
the most frequent cause of deterioration. VLD
artisans carry out restoration while respecting
the work of those who preceded them.

First, the rust is brushed off and a long cleaning
process is undertaken to reveal the effects of
time. Only then can repairs begin. Rivets are
changed; holes in the metal are filled in using
welding techniques. Parts of the metal sometimes
prove to be irreparable and have to be cut out.
Identical pieces are then made and inserted. Exact
copies of missing or irretrievably damaged dec-
orative elements from balustrades or handrails
are also made in bronze or brass by VLD crafts-
men or founders and metalworkers in partner-
ship with the firm. In the wrought-iron workshop,
artisans can reproduce anything from colossal

volutes to the most delicate foilated scrolls. This

is why individual clients and institutions alike call
upon the company’s expertise. VLD’s loyal clien-
tele is made up of the owners of chiteaux, man-
sions or apartments in exceptional buildings, who
are concerned about preserving the original fea-
tures of their homes. The company’s masterly
skills in a wide range of fields is valued highly by
lovers of beautiful buildings. The rehabilitation
of prestigious buildings often involves making
adjustments so as to comply with current norms.
Changing the level of a floor, for example, entails
altering the handrails on the windows for safety
reasons. On outstanding pieces of architecture,
such modifications must remain invisible, must
not upset the harmony of the work. Meeting such
a challenge requires both an expert eye and hand,
skills that VLD has recently applied to a sumptu-
ous early 20th-century building on the Avenue
Gabriel, in the Elysée district, one of the French
capital’s future luxury hotels. Paris owes part of
its timeless beauty to companies such as VLD.



The restoration of the balustrades on buildings in Place Vendéme, Paris, was carried out in several stages. Once removed from the facade, and their
decorative schemes carefully noted, they were dismantled. The missing or damaged bronze parts were then recast, the volutes reproduced in the forge.
Tenons were used to readjust and fix the original assemblages, before the missing parts of the foliage were remade in embossed sheet metal.

Lastly, the decorative elements were replaced and fixed onto the railings.







Above: The automatic sliding door installed at the main
entrance to the Conseil Constitutionnel, in Paris,
respected the structure of the historic building.

Right: Bookshelves and bronze grid in the library

of the Conseil d'Ftat, on Place du Palais-Royal, Paris.
Left: Steel framework and polished brass finish:

an exact replica of the facades of the Palais-Royal,
restored by Pierre Fontainein 1814-31.
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PRESERVING HERITAGE

Above: Restoration of the glass roof (5 x 11 meters)
lighting the General Assembly Room in the Conseil d'Etat,
Paris. The steel framework was filled in with a brass grid
and frosted glass.

Right: Stairway railing in a private building project in
Paris. The handrail and foliage are in brass, the volutes
and main structure in steel.
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The restoration of the balustrades at the Ministére

de la Culture (Ministry of Culture, above) and a building
* on Place Venddme (left) required a prolonged period
of meticulous work.
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Above left: Restoration of a wrought-iron herse
composed of volutes and spikes to stop people
climbing over the balcony, at 8, Place Vendéme, Paris.
Above right: The lamp posts outside the Ministére
des Affaires Etrangéres (Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
were fully restored and coated in a new patina.

Since they weighed nearly 300 kg, a crane had to be
used to dismantle them prior to restoration.

Right: The glass canopy over the main entrance to the
Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres was also restored.
The structure was stripped, the glass panels were
replaced by laminated glass, the guttering and
decorative course were replaced by exact replicas.
Left: Restoration of the steel structures, railings,

and lamp posts at the Bibliothéque de I’Arsenal. The
missing spikes on the railings were recast.
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VLD INFORMATION

VLD, 14, rue Denis Papin
94200 lvry-sur-Seine
Tel:0143 9063 50
Fox: 0153149973
www.vldparis.fr

Left: Brass letters and figures made for

the signage of the Horizons Tower in Boulogne,
designed by the architect Jean Nouvel. Three types
of finish — lustrous nickel, satin nickel and glossy
black paint — were retained.

Right: Prototype of a screen made in collaboration
with the interior decorator Jacques Grange for the
Parisian restaurant Caviar House & Prunier. Inspired
by art deco, the etched and sanded glass is set in

a brass frame with a satin nickel finish.

Back cover: Detail of a screen made in collaboration
with the interior decorator Francois-Joseph Graf for
a private client. The brass framework enhances

the noble materials in this exceptional ensemble:
alabaster, tortoiseshell and mica.

Front cover: Welded brass frames being made in the
silver brazing section (detail). Traces of the welding
will be invisible after the decoration is applied.
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